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] PROVIDING FOR T'F TUPROVEIENT 0F TR UCRY OF
- - FCDERAL EXECUTTVE AGENCTRES WITH RESPECT

70 STATISTICAL INFORMATION

By virtue of the authority vested in me by Section
B 103 of thé Budget and Accounting Procedures Act of 1539
(31 U.5,C. 18b), and as President of the ynited Stales,
and in ordér to carry out the purpeses of said secticn,
it is hereby ordéred as follows:

Section 1, The Director of the Bursau of the Budget
fhereinafter referred to as the Director) shall develop
prograns, and issue regulations and orders, for the
improved gathering, compiling, analyzing, publishing, and
disseminating of statistical information for any purpose
by the various agencies in the executive branch of the
Federal Govermmeént.

Section 2. In order to carry out the provisions of
Section 1 of this order, the Director shall maintain a
continuing study for the improvement of the statistical

_work of the agencies in the éxecutive branch of the
Federal Governaent with z view to obtaining the waximn
; : - benefit from the funds and facilities available for such
! work, giving due consideration to the constantly changing
; B : character of the various needs for statistical informa-
! ’ . tion both within and without the Governmént, and where

: the statistical work is primarily concerned with overzating
prograns, giving due consideration té administrative
needs, statutory requirements, and the needs involved
3 - ) in the development of administrativé and legislative
‘ - recommendations, The Director, either upon his owa
‘ initiative or upon the request of any such 2gency, shall
{2) provide for the interchange of information calcu-
| lated to imprové statistical work, (b) make appropriate
I ) arrangements for improving statispical work involving
| relationships between two or more agencies, and (c)
assist the agencies, by other means, Yo improve their
statistical work,

Section 3. The following shall ke included xnong
| . the objectives sought in carrying out the provisioas of
Section 1 hereof:

(2) To achieve an adequate program of statisticsl
work in the agencies of the executive branch, in relation -
to over<all ueeds for statistical information, including
the £illing of gaps and overcoming of weaknusses in
presently. availabln statistical information..

‘ - (b) To achieve the most effective use of resources -
| available for statistical work by the agencics, in rciation
to nVer-all needs.,

(¢) To minimize the burden upon those furnisiing
statistical data needed by the various Federal agenciesd

() To improve the reliability and timeliness of
statistical information.

(e) To achieve maximuf cAmparability améng the:
several statistical series and studies,
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{f) To improve the presentation of statistical in=
formation and of explanations regarding the sources and
reljability of such information, and regarding the
limitations on the uSes that ¢an appropriatély be made
Of it.

Section L. Regulations and orders issted pursuait
to Section 1 hereof shall be signed by the Director.
when_so signed,. such regulations-and orders shall require
no further approval and shall be adhered to by all agen-
cies in the executive branch. Any such regulation or
order ray pertain to a single agency, a group of agencies,
or all agencies in the éxecutive branch.

Section 5. In the development of programs and the
preparation of regulations and orders for issuance pur=
suant to Section 1 hereof, the Director shall consult
Federal agenciés whose act:.v:.t:.és will be substantially
affected, and may consult non~Federal groups to the extent
he finds it necessary to carry out thé purposes of this
order. N

Section 6. The authority outlined in this order is
in addition to and not in substitution for the enstmg
authority of the Director, or of the Bureau of the Budget,
with respect to statistical and reporting activities.. To
‘the extent; however, that this order conflicts with any
previous Executive order affecting statistical or reporting
activities, the provisions of this order shall éontrol.

Section 7. -Nothing in this Executive order shall be
construed to apply to the obtaining or releasing of informa=
tlon by the Bureau of Internal Revenue, the Comptroller of
the Currency; the Burcau of the Public Debt, the Bureau of
Accounts, and.the Division of Foreign Assets Control of the
Treasury Department, or to the obtaining by any Federal
bank supervisory agency of reports and information from
banks as provided or authorized by law and in the prOper
performance .of such agency!s functions in its supemsory
cdpaclty.

HARRY S, TRUMAN

('Y

THE WHITE- HOUSE,
June 11, 1951. : : :
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD--In thé Appendix

Octoter 10, 1950

Excerpt from "Legislativé Record of the
Second Session, Eighty-first Congresst—

by Mr. Lucas. p. A7552.

©f-1950 .

H. R. 9038: This act provides for modern- -
12ing budget “and- accountlng-procedures. to
supplement the Budget and Accounting Act
of 1921 advccated by the Commlsslon on Or-
ganization of the Executive Branch of the :
Government, under ﬁ.‘jolnt and continuous
prozzam designed to bring about improve=
ment of accounting and financial reportin~
-in-the. Government- by: the-Compu'oHerGr s o
eral, the Secretary of.thé Treasury, and the
Dirsctor ‘of the -Burueau ‘of_ the Budget;
(Public Law 784. Approved September 12. -
1950.) - . :

i
i B - Budgetlng amr Account.lng Proeedura Act -
!




Excerpt from "iv Record in the 31si
Congress." — -

byr Yr. “olverton.

September 23, 1950. pp. 47312-A7313.

ment./"Another measure’ of signal im-
portance drafted by our committée is the
Budget and Accounting Procedures Act
of 1950. -This’ is now ‘on the books as
Public ‘Law 784. It iS one of the most
constructivé laws which the Eigthy-ﬁrst
Congress passed. Public Law 784 Yeor-
ganiZes the budgéting and bookkeeping-
of the Federal Government so .that the
budget, accounting, and auditing sys-
tems of -our governmental departments
are brought into line and: up-to-date
with modern, sound, commeérgial prac-
- tices I have long fought for and fa<
ored this accomplishmeént. I should
like two emphasize, in passing, that this
act repealéd, iy whole or-in part, 106
' -provisions of existing 1aw. which -weére
‘outmoded and obsolete. I think it fair
tosayitisa specmirlbute to:the House;~
Committee on ' Expenditures to. record .
that! competent Nonpartisan observers of
‘tde current ‘reorganization: program-—
¢.g., Dr. Robeért L. qohnson, president of
Temple University,.and chairman of the
Citizens’ Commitiee for the Hoover Re=
port—have statéd that .this is the best
reorganization. record of any: Congress
in history. - iz
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) Excerpt from “Summary of Lesgislation
| Enactéd by Jlsi Congress.m —-

| : k 7
: : or Lr. Wherry.,

)

September 23, 1950. .

' ) Bndot md Aceountiu Ptoeeduru Act
. ~ of 1960 .
J (Public Tew 704, Appond September 183, -
Stemming from Hoover Commlsion ‘TeC™
ommendations seeking to moderniZe the:
Pederal budgeting and sccounting i!mmv

- beinging:-the bwageting, accounting, snd
ludmng proeod\nu up to dato
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Excerpt from "Leq1314u1ve Accompli shzents
the Congress From Jan. 3 to Sept. 22,.n=

-~

Ox

b Lr. Lacas.

September 23, 1950.

Budgeting and Aocn;unting Proccdwcs “Act
1950
T H. n. 9038: This act. provides 1or modern=
l:ing budget and nwo\mung procedures, to
supplenent the Budget and Accounting Act
of "1921 advocated by the Commission on
Organizatlon of the Executive Branch of .the
Govemment under a joint and continuous
program designed to bring about improves
ment of accounting and-financial Teporting

‘in’ the Govérnment by the Comptroller Gen-

eral; the Secretary’ of the Tressury, and the
mrector Of the Bureau of the Budget. (Pub-
lic Law 784. prpwovod September 12, 1950.)




¥ Obsaleté Tederal budgeiing abd se

xcerpt from report on "Record of tie
ghty-first Congress." —=
by Lr¥. LcCormack.

Septenber 23, 1250

IH

eounﬁngmethods,motthemhmx

overs from the days 6f Alexander Ham:-

)

ton, were overhauled 1o conform  with

modern business practices, Under the
Budgeting and Accounting Procedum
Act a uniform system of Federal: ac=
counting was Set up. This reform alone
_is estimated to save $20,000,000 & Fear.

The-modern, ‘performance-type budgs -

et, adpptzd in this current fiscal yea.r‘

i .;egt om\clurly and”graphically for the

y.he amounts of eppropriations
and explains the purposes of-each. -
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Exceryt from activities report of the
rouse Expenditures Committiee.o=
by Lr. Laneer.

September

> L

dratted by our comm‘**s¢ is-the “Budget
and Accounting Proosaures Act of 1950.”
In my opinion:this is-the most constvic-
tive and remedial ki w which the Eighty-
first Congreéss has hud the opportunity to

act upon. This is-now know as Public -

Law 784. —
Breifly, it may be statéd that Publi
Law 784-reofganizes the budgeting-and
bookkeeping of the Federal Government,
It will be recalled that 29 years ago the
Budget and Accounting Act of 1921 went
into effect. During the interim period
many studies and surveys have been un-
dertaken t0 bring this legislation up to
date; more adaptable to modern day cir-
cumstances. The tremendous growth of
our Government in thé last 36 years gic=
tated the necessity for improving and
renovating budget and accounting
methods. The Budget and Accounting:
Act of 1950-is aimed at providing the
Government and the taxpayer with ac-
curate and complete information as to
revenues received and expenditures made

. by the Government in its operations.

Public Law 784 carries out substantially
all of the suggestions in these flelds of
the Commission on Organization of the
Execiitive Branch of the Government;
In this-fashion, the budget, accounting,
-and.-suditing. systems, . procedures, and
techniques will be brought info line. with

23, 1950
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practices and: resulta m\.mw control

over all Federal fands”. , -
Laudable teamwork by thé General

Accouriting Office, Treasury De en
and the'Bureau of the Budget m
ttgies; m 1{:{ ;heta) ls;tuldles which produced
ublic ell-receive
on all ode, o0 aw, SO well'z_-ecelved
_ This Public Law 784 marks a new hig
in legislative and executive cobi)e’ratgg
for & common goal. In addition to-a
‘modernized “performance budget” pro-
gram, this act provides that-the Comp.
troller General shall prescribe the prin-
ciples, standards, and related require-
ments for accounting in the executive
branch, The auditing of Federal Gov-
ernment financial transactions, will con=
tinue to be thé responsibility of the
Comptroller General of the United States
as an agent of the Congress. It can be
noted in passing, that this act repsaled
in whole or in Vpart,los_prov:isloﬁ.éiax-
isting Iaw now obsolete. or outmoded.
On the agends of ‘the: committee H, R.
3178 and°H._R,_5823.dealt. with similar
and'relited ‘subject matter. =~ -
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