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PROVIDING FOR TH? rffROVEE?5' ?^ ?:" v-°?" OF

FEDERAL EXECUTIVE AGENCIES Vii-fa RESPECT
TO STATISTICAL INFOR?1AT7011

By virtue of the authority vested in me by Section
103 of the Budget and Accounting Procedure? Act of 1?50
(31 U.S.C. I3b), and as President of the United States,
and in order to carry out the purposes of said section,
it is hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1. The Director of the Bureau of the Budget
.'hereinafter referred to as the Director) shall develop
programs, and issue regulations and orders, for the
improved gathering, compiling, analyzing, publishing, and
disseminating of statistical information for any purpose
by the various agencies in the executive branch of the
^Federal Government.

Section 2. In order to carry out the provisions of
Section 1 of this order, the Director shall maintain a
continuing study for the improvement of the statistical

.work of the agencies in the executive branch of the
Federal Government with s. view to obtaining the «axirayr.
benefit from the funds and facilities available for such
work, giving due consideration to the constantly chan^i m;
character of the various heeds for statistical informa-
tion both within and without the Government, -ihJ where-
the statistical work is primarily concerned with onersting
programs, giving due consideration to adrainistrntivo
heeds, statutory requirements, and the needs involved
in the development of administrative! and legislative
recomraendatio'ris. The Director^ either upon his own
initiative or upon the request of any such igency, shall
(a) provide for the interchange of information calcu-
lated to improve statistical work, (b) make appropriate
arrangements for improving statistical "work involving
relationships between two or mor«f agencies,. and (c)
assist the agencies, by other means, to improve th'iir
statistical work.

Section 3. The following shall be included s^onj:
tho objectives sought in carrying out the provisions of
Section 1 hereof:

(a) To achieve an adequate program of statistic-0.
work in the agencies of the executive branch, in relation
to over-all needs for statistical information, including
the filling of gaps and overcoming of weaknesses in
presently, av.ailabln statistical, information..

(b) To achieve the most effective use of resources -
available for statistical work by the agencies, in relation
to ovor-all nec-ds.

(c) To minimize the burd':n upon those furnishing
statistical data needud by the various Federal agencies.

(d} To improve the re-liability and tinelineno of
statistical information.

(e) To achieve naxiaun comparability oraonc the>
several statistical sorific and studios.
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(f) To improve the presentation of statistical in̂
formation and of explanations regarding the sources and
reliability of such information, and regarding the
limitations oh the uses that can appropriately be nade
of it.

Section h. Regulations and orders issued pursuaf:t
to Section 1 hereof shall DP signed by the Director.
When so signed,, such regulations and orders shall require
no further approval and shall be adhered to by all agen-
cies in the executive branch. Any such regulation or
order >cay pertain to a- single agency, a group of agencies,
or all agencies in the executive branch.

Section 5. In the development of programs and the
preparation of regulations and orders for issuance pur-
suant to Section 1 hereof, the Director shall consult
Federal agencies whose activities will be substantially
affected, and may consult non-Federal groups to the extent
he finds it necessary to carry out the purposes of this
order.

Section 6. The authority outlined in this order is
in addition to and hot in substitution for the existing
authority of the Director, or of the Bureau of the Budget,
with respect to statistical and reporting activities.. To
the extent, however, that this order conflicts with any
previous Executive order affecting statistical or reporting
activities, the provisions of this order ohall control.

Section 7. -Nothing in this Executive order shall be
construed to apply to the obtaining or releasing of infprmaT
tion by the Bureau of Internal Revenue, the Comptroller" of
the Currency the Bureau of the Public Debt, the Bureau pf
Accounts, and. the Division of Foreign Assets Control of the
Treasury Department, or to the obtaining by any Federal
bank supervisory agency of reports and information from
banks as provided or authorized by lav,- and in the proper
performance of such agency's functions in its supervisory
capacity.

HARRY S. TRUHWi

THE MttTfi. HOUSE,

June.Ol,.
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—In the Appendix

October 10,

Excerpt from "Legislative Record of the
Second Session, Eighty-first Congress"—

by Mr. Lucas.

Budgeting an* Accounting Procedures Act
: of 1850

H. R. 9038: This act proYldes for modem*
Izlng budget "and accounting-procedures, to
supplement the Budget and Accounting Act
of 1921 advocated by the Commission on Or-
ganization of the Executive Branch of the ;
Government, under d-jblht and continuous
prosrr.rn designed to bring about Improve-
ment of accounting and financial repprtb"*
-In the Government-by.-thc-Comptrolier-Oe1 _•• :
eral. the Secretary of-the Treasury, and the
Director of the -Burueau of the Budget;
(Public Law 784. Approved' September 12,
I960.) • . ' :
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Excerpt frozi "l;v Record in the
wjngress." —

bv Hr. ''olverton.

September 23, 19?0. pp. A7312-A7313.

meat'/'Another measure'of signal im-
portance drafted by our committee is the
Budget and Accounting Procedures Act
of 1950. -This; is now on the books as
Public'Law 784. It" is one of the most
constructive laws which the Eigthy-first
Congress passei Pjiblic Law 784 reor-
ganizes Jttie budgeting and bookkeeping
of the Federal Government so .that the
budget, accounting, and auditing sys-
tems of bur governmental, departments
are brought 'into line and; up-to-date
with modern, sound, commercial prac-
tices.. I have long fought for jmd fa-
vored this accomplishment. I should
like two emphasize, in passing, that this
act repealed, in whole or-'in part, 106
provisions? of. existing law. which were
outmoded'and obsolete. I think it fair
to say it is » spcclartribute to-the Housey
Committee on Expenditures to record .
th»t competent nbnparUsan obsenrers of
trie current reorganization program-=-
e. g.. Dr. Robert L. Johnson, president of
Temple Universitjvand chairman .of the
.Citizens' Committee for the Hoover Re,-
port-^have stated that .this Is the best
reorganization record "of any; Congress
In history. : ' " .

2009



Excerpt fron "Summary of Legislation
Enacted err 31st Congress.'1 --

by Lr. T,*herry.

September 23, 1950.

Budf*t and Account&ff. Procedure*.. Act
~ oC 1»W

(Public Law 7M, AppMnrwt September 13,

Stemming from Hoover Commission rec-
ommendations seeking to modernize th»-
Pedend buagetlnf «nd accounting cyitem.
tbto mettttr* ptOTKto* tbe" (nunewoik for
iJTlnglng the Trndfetiaf. aeeoatting. antt
audltlnc procedure* up to 4«te.
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Excerpt from "Legislative Acconplisknents
of the Congress From Jan. 3 to Sept. 22."--

fcnr l^r. Lucas.

September 23, 1?$0. p. A72l!2.

Budgeting and Aecauxtfng Procedures Act
oflKO

; H. R; 9038: Thli «ct prorldes for modcm-
Ung budget and •ceounUhg proctdUrCT, to
supplement the Budget""and Accounting; Act
of 1921 advocated by the Commission on
Organization of the Executive Branch or.the
Government, under a joint arid continuous
program designed to bring about improve-
ment of accounting arid financial reporting
lathe OoTeniinent by tht Comptroller Oen-
.eral. the Secretary of the Treasury, and the'
Director of the Bureau of the Budget, (Pub-
lic Law 784. ApproTed September 13.1950.)
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Hbccerpt from report on "Record of the.
Sightjr-first Coheres." —

\y llr. 1-cCor-nack.

September 23., 1?$D pg. 15903.

^ pbttfete Itoderal bodcetinc mnd ie-
counting methods, none of them bitnc-
overs from the diqri of Alexander HamTv-
ton, were overh»u}ea to eonfofm'•with'
modern business practices- Under the
Budgeting and Accounting Procedures
Act a uniform system of Federal ac-
counting was set up. This reform alone
^estimated to save $20.000.000 a year.

The-modern, performance-type budgj.
et, «d\>pted In thiis current fiscal year
sets ovh\clekrly and graphically tor the
first tunt^the amounts of 'appropriations
and .explains the purposes of each. '̂
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Excerpt from activities report, of the
Mouse Expenditures Conmittee.--

by Mr. Lander.

September 23, 1?50 p?.

•^"Another laeamie of signal importance
dratted by oar comm<*+e« ii the -Badfet
and Accounting Frooeoum Act at WO."
-In my opinion this is the most eumttuc-
tiye and remedial lew which the Kichty-
flrst Congress has had the opportunity to
act upon. This Is now know at Public
Law 784.

Breifly, it may be stated tharPuUic
Law 784-reorganizes the budgeting and
bookkeeping of the Federal Government.
It will be recalled that 29 years.ago the
Budget and Accounting Act of 1921 went
into effect. During the interim period
many studies and surreys have been un-
dertaken to bring this legislation up to
date;.more adaptable to modern day cir-
cumstances. The tremendous growth of
our Government in the last 30 years dic-
tated the necessity for improving and
renovating budget and accounting
methods. The Budget and Accounting
Act of 1950 -Is aimed at providing the
Government and the taxpayer with ac-
curate and complete information as to
revenues received and expenditures made

. by the Government in its operations.
Public Law 784 carries out substantially
all of the suggestions in these fields of
the Commission on Organization of the
Executive Branch of the Government,-
In this fashion, the budget, accounting.
«nd.-a\!dlting-systeiiur.procedure*...and
technique* will be bfoughVintaUne.wIth

Mood COMMIT 111 sand governmental
practice* an* x«MttMit>fatter control

_ ,:
Laudable teamwork by the General'

Accounting Office, Treasury Department,
and the Bureau of the Budget furnished
the basis for the studies which produced
this epochal public law, so well-received
on all sides.

This Public Law 784 marks a new high
in legislative and executive cooperation
for a common goal. In addition to a
modernized "performance budget" pro-
gram, this act provides that .the Comp-
troller General shall prescribe the prin-
ciples. standards, and related require-
ments for accounting in the. executive
branch. The auditing oj Federal Gov-
ernment financial transactions, will con-
tinue to be the responsibility of the
Comptroller General of the United States
as an agent of the Congress. It can be
noted in passing, that this act repealed
in whole or In part. lOS.proyislons dl^x-
isting law now obsolete, or outmoded.
On the agenda of 'the committee H. B.
5178 and£H._R.-5«2J, dealt, with.aimilar

juBJecfmatter". " '"
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