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Section 1015 of the 1974 Impoundment Control Act directs the
Compbtl General to report to Congress when he determines that the
Presden has failed to transmit a special message with respect to a deferral
or rescission, or has incorrectly classified an action in such message. Section
1016 of the Act empowers the Comptroller General to bring a civil action to
require that unlawfully impounded budget authority be made available for
obliAtimo. The Comptroller General has expressed the view that he lacks
authority to take any action to compel the release of impounded funds since
such authority was linked to the invalidated Section 1013.

Sui* Amndmen

The Senate amendment (Section 229) enacts a new Section 1013 that
codifies the New Hamn decision and General Accounting Office administra-
"tive pretations by prohibiting policy deferrals and providing that deferrals
will be permissible only: (1) for contingencies, (2) for efficiency, or (3) as
specifically provided for by law....

The Senate amendment also reaffirms the Comptroller General's
authority under Sections 1015 and 1016 of the Act to initiate suits to compel
the release of impounded funds and his duty to safeguard Congress'
institutional interest in the spending process.

Confm"Ayw-e

The House recedes and concurs in the Senate amendment.
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