
House and Senate
• Requires 2/3 vote  
 to override veto in  
 each chamber

White House
• Signed by 
 President or  
 allowed to   
 become law  
 without   
 signature

House and 
Senate
• Requires 2/3  
 vote to   
 override veto  
 in each   
 chamber

Reconciliation Bill Conference 
Report
• House and Senate vote to adopt   
 conference report and send to   
 President for signature

Laws
• Setting mandatory  
 spending   
 levels/tax laws  
• Setting levels  
 authorized to be  
 appropriated

Executive Branch

Congressional Budget Office

Authorizing Committees

Budget Committees

Appropriations Committees

House and Senate
• Requires 2/3 vote to   
 override veto in each   
 chamber

White House
• Signed by   
 President or  
 allowed to become  
 law without  
 signature

House and Senate
• Requires 2/3 vote to override veto in each  
 chamber

White House
• Vetoed by 
 President  
• Bill returned  
 to House of  
 origin

White House
• Vetoed by   
 President
• Bill returned to  
 House of origin

White House
• Signed by   
 President or  
 allowed to become  
 law without  
 signature

White House
• Vetoed by   
 President   
• Bill returned to  
 House of origin

Authorization Bill Conference  
Report
• House and Senate vote to adopt  
 conference report and send to  
 President for signature

CR Conference Committee
• House and Senate vote to adopt conference  
 report and send to President for signature

White House
• Signed by President  
 or allowed to become  
 law without signature

White House
• Vetoed by President  
• Bill returned to  
 House of origin

Continuing Resolution (CR) needed, if:
• Fail to pass appropriations bills
• Fail to overturn a veto

House and Senate Floors
• Consider amendments
• Vote to pass the CR and send to conference

Source: Office of the Majority Leader, March 2005, adapted by GAO.
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