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House Rules   §350 

 
 

RULE I—THE SPEAKER 
 

Clause 1. Approval of the Journal 
 

§621. Journal; Speaker’s approval. 
 

Clause 2. Preservation of order 
 

§622. Speaker preserves order on floor and in galleries and 

lobby. 
 

Clause 3. Control of Capitol facilities 
 

§623. Speaker’s control of the Hall, corridors, and rooms. 
 

Clause 4. Signature of documents 
 

§624. Speaker’s signature to acts, warrants, subpoenas, etc. 

§625. Signing of enrolled bills. 

§626. Signing of warrants, subpoenas, etc. 
 

Clause 5. Questions of order 
 

§627. Questions of order. 

§628. Practice governing the Speaker in deciding points of 

order. 

§628a. Practice governing the Speaker in entertaining 

parliamentary inquiries. 

§629. Practice, governing appeals. 
 

Clause 6. Form of a question 
 

§630. Putting of the question by the Speaker. 
 

Clause 7. Discretion to vote 
 

§631. The Speaker’s vote. Tie vote. 
 

Clause 8. Speaker pro tempore 
 

§632. Speaker pro tempore. 

[§633 none] 

§634. Election, oath, and designation of Speaker pro 

tempore. 
 

Clause 9. Other responsibilities 
 

§635. Drug testing in the House.  

https://rules.house.gov/HouseRulesManual115/rule1.xml
https://rules.house.gov/HouseRulesManual115/rule1.xml#rule-I-1
https://rules.house.gov/HouseRulesManual115/rule1.xml#rule-I-1
https://rules.house.gov/HouseRulesManual115/rule1.xml#rule-I-2
https://rules.house.gov/HouseRulesManual115/rule1.xml#rule-I-3
https://rules.house.gov/HouseRulesManual115/rule1.xml#rule-I-4
https://rules.house.gov/HouseRulesManual115/rule1.xml#rule-I-5
https://rules.house.gov/HouseRulesManual115/rule1.xml#rule-I-6
https://rules.house.gov/HouseRulesManual115/rule1.xml#rule-I-7
https://rules.house.gov/HouseRulesManual115/rule1.xml#rule-I-7
https://rules.house.gov/HouseRulesManual115/rule1.xml#rule-I-7
https://rules.house.gov/HouseRulesManual115/rule1.xml#rule-I-9


3 CLAUSE-BY-CLAUSE RULES OF THE HOUSE  

 
§350  House Rules 

Clause 10. Designation of travel 
 

§636. Travel authority. 
 

Clause 11. Committee appointment 
 

§637. Select and conference committees. 
 

Clause 12. Recess and Convening Authorities 
 

§638. Short recess authority. 

§639. Emergency recess and reconvening authority. 
 
 
 

[TOP] 

 

RULE II—OTHER OFFICERS AND OFFICIALS 
 

Clause 1. Elections 
 

§640. Election, oath, and removal of officers. 
 

Clause 2. Clerk 
 

§641. Clerk; commencement of first session. 

§642. Other duties of the Clerk. 

§643. Clerk’s duties at organization. 

§644. The roll of Members-elect. 

§645. Clerk as presiding officer at organizations. 

§646. Clerk furnishes a list of reports. 

§647. Clerk’s duty as to Journal and documents. 

§648. Attests and seals process and certifies passage of 

bills; oversees engrossment and enrollment process. 

§649. Calendars distributed. 

§650. Documents. 

§651. Official to act as Clerk upon designation. 

§652. Authority to receive messages. 

§653. Administration of vacant Member’s office. 

§654. Semi-annual reports. 

§655. Cooperation with others. 
 

Clause 3. Sergeant-at-Arms 
 

§656. Sergeant-at-Arms enforces authority of House. 

§657. The mace is the symbol of Sergeant-at-Arms’ office. 

§658. Doorkeeping. 

§659. Semi-annual reports. 

§660. Cooperation with others. 
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Clause 4. Chief Administrative Officer 
 

§661. Duties. 

§662. Semi-annual reports. 

§663. Cooperation with others. 

§663a. Former Office of Doorkeeper. 

§664. Former Director of Non-legislative and Financial 

Services. 
 

Clause 5. Chaplain 
 

§665. Duties of the Chaplain. 

[§666 None.] 
 

Clause 6. Office of Inspector General 
 

§667. Inspector General. 

§668. Former Office of the Postmaster. 
 

Clause 7. Office of the Historian 
 

§669. Historian. 
 

Clause 8. Office of General Counsel 
 

§670. General Counsel. 

§670a. Bipartisan Legal Advisory Group. 
 
 
 

[TOP] 

 

RULE III—THE MEMBERS, DELEGATES, AND RESIDENT 

COMMISSIONER OF PUERTO RICO 

Clause 1. 
 

§671. Personal interest. 

§672. Control of a Member’s own vote. 

§673. Nature of disqualifying personal interest. 
 

Clause 2. 
 

§674. Voting. 
 

Clause 3. 
 

§675. Committee service. 

§676. Appointment to select and conference committees.  

https://rules.house.gov/HouseRulesManual115/rule2.xml#rule-II-4
https://rules.house.gov/HouseRulesManual115/rule2.xml#rule-II-5
https://rules.house.gov/HouseRulesManual115/rule2.xml#rule-II-6
https://rules.house.gov/HouseRulesManual115/rule2.xml#rule-II-7
https://rules.house.gov/HouseRulesManual115/rule2.xml#rule-II-8
https://rules.house.gov/HouseRulesManual115/rule3.xml
https://rules.house.gov/HouseRulesManual115/rule3.xml
https://rules.house.gov/HouseRulesManual115/rule3.xml#rule-III-1
https://rules.house.gov/HouseRulesManual115/rule3.xml#rule-III-2
https://rules.house.gov/HouseRulesManual115/rule3.xml#rule-III-2
https://rules.house.gov/HouseRulesManual115/rule3.xml#rule-III-3
https://rules.house.gov/HouseRulesManual115/rule3.xml#rule-III-3


5 CLAUSE-BY-CLAUSE RULES OF THE HOUSE  

 
§350  House Rules 

[TOP] 

 
 

RULE IV—THE HALL OF THE HOUSE 

Clause 1. 
 

§677. Use of the Hall of the House. 
 

Clause 2. 
 

§678. Persons and officials admitted to the floor during 

sessions of the House. 
 

Clause 3. 
 

§679. Admission to the floor when the House is not sitting. 
 

Clause 4. 
 

§680. Former Members and officers. 
 

Clause 5. 
 

§681. Members’ staff. 
 

Clause 6. 
 

§682. The various galleries and admission thereto. 
 

Clause 7 
 

§683. Prohibition on distribution of campaign contributions. 
 
 
 

[TOP] 

 

RULE V—BROADCASTING THE HOUSE 

Clause 1. 
 

§684. Broadcasting of House proceedings. 
 

Clause 2. 
 

Clause 3. 
 
 
 

[TOP] 

 

RULE VI—OFFICIAL REPORTERS AND NEWS MEDIA GALLERIES 
 

Clause 1. 
 

§685. Reporters of debates and committee stenographers. 

§686. Rules relating to Congressional Record. 
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§687. Substantially verbatim account. 

§688. Relations of the Committee of the Whole to the 

Congressional Record. 

§689. Correction of the Congressional Record. 

§690. Unparliamentary remarks and the Congressional 

Record. 

[§691. None.] 

§692. “Leave to print” in the Congressional Record. 
 

Clause 2. 
 

§693. Unofficial reporters in the press gallery and on the 

floor. 
 

Clause 3. 
 

§694. Unofficial reporters in the radio gallery and on the 

floor. 
 
 
 

[TOP] 

 

RULE VII—RECORDS OF THE HOUSE 
 

Clause 1. 
 

§695. Duties of Clerk and committees as to custody of 

papers before committees. 
 

Clause 2. 
 

Clause 3. 
 

Clause 4. 
 

Clause 5. 
 

Clause 6. 

 

Clause 7. 
 

§696. Custody of papers in the files of the House.  
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§350  House Rules 

 
[TOP] 

 

RULE VIII—RESPONSE TO SUBPOENAS 
 

Clause 1. 
 

§697. Response to subpoenas. 
 

Clause 2. 
 

Clause 3. 
 

Clause 4. 
 

Clause 5. 
 

Clause 6. 
 

Clause 7. 
 

Clause 8. 
 
 
 

[TOP] 

 

RULE IX—QUESTIONS OF PRIVILEGE 
 

Clause 1. 
 

§698. Definition of questions of privilege. 
 

Clause 2. 
 

§699. Precedence of questions of privilege. 

§700. Questions of privileges of the House 

§701. Questions relating to organization. 

§702. Questions relating to constitutional prerogatives. 

§703. Questions relating to official conduct. 

§704. Questions relating to integrity of proceedings. 

§705. Questions relating to comfort and convenience. 

§706. May not effect change in rules. 

§707. As distinct from privileged questions. 

§708. Questions of personal privilege. 

§709. Precedence of questions of privileges of the House. 

[§710. None.] 

§711. Precedence of questions of personal privilege. 

§712. Questions of privilege in relation to quorum. 

§713. Consideration of questions of privilege.  
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House Rules   §350 

 
[TOP] 

 

RULE X—ORGANIZATION OF COMMITTEES 
 

Clause 1. 
 

§714. Number and jurisdiction of standing committees. 

§715. Agriculture. 

§716. Appropriations. 

§717. Responsibilities under Budget Act. 

§718. Armed Services. 

§719. Budget. 

§720. Education and the Workforce. 

§721. Energy and Commerce. 

[§721a. None.] 

§721b. Ethics. 

§722. Financial Services. 

§723. Foreign Affairs. 

§723a. Homeland Security. 

§723b. Former Select Committees on Homeland Security. 

§724. House Administration. 

§725. House facilities. 

[§726. None] 

§727. Library. 

§728. Congressional Record. 

§729. Judiciary. 

§730. Internal Security. 

§731. Natural Resources. 

§732. Oversight and Government Reform. 

§733. Rules. 

§734. Special orders of business. 

§735. Science, Space, and Technology. 

§736. Small Business. 

[§737. None] 

[§738. None] 

§739. Transportation and Infrastructure. 

§740. Veterans’ Affairs. 

§741. Ways and Means. 
 

Clause 2. 
 

§742. General oversight. 

§743. Oversight subcommittees.  
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§350  House Rules 

 

Clause 3. 
 

§744. Special oversight. 
 

Clause 4. 
 

§745. Committee on Appropriations; budget hearings. 

§746. Procedure for budget hearings. 

§747. Budget Act; 15-day referral to Appropriations. 

§747a. Former Select Intelligence Oversight Panel. 

§748. Budget. 

§749. Oversight and Government Reform. 

§749a. Deposition authority. 

§750. House Administration. 

[§751. None.] 

§752. Direction of officers. 

§753. Acceptance of gifts. 

§754. Approval of certain settlements. 

§755. Annual appropriations. 

§756. Concurrent resolution on Budget. 
 

Clause 5. 
 

§757. Electing committees. 

§758. Budget, composition of. 

§759. Committee on Ethics. 

§760. Party membership as basis for election. 

§761. Committee chairs. 

§762. Requirement for subcommittees. 
 

Clause 6. 
 

§763. Primary expense resolution. 

§764. Availability of report. 

§765. Additional expense resolution. 

§766. Exception for certain initial funding. 

§767. Funds for committee staffs; expense resolutions. 
 

Clause 7. 
 

§768. Interim funding. 
 

Clause 8. 
 

§769. Committee travel. 

§770. Travel reports. 
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Clause 9. 
 

§771. Thirty professional staff. 

§772. Assignment. 

§773. Minority. 

§774. Consultants and training. 

§775. Staff duties. 

§776. “Associate” or “shared” staff. 

§777. Pay. 

§778. Staff, Committee on Appropriations. 

§779. Detailed employees. 

§780. Nonpartisan staff. 

§781. Former reports on staff. 
 

Clause 10. 
 

§782. Party membership as basis for appointment. 

§783. Select and joint committee compliance. 

§784. Aging. 
 

Clause 11. 
 

§785. Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence. 

§786. Membership, administration, jurisdiction. 
 
 
 

[TOP] 

 

XI—PROCEDURES OF COMMITTEES AND UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 

Clause 1. 
 

§787. Committee procedure. 

§788. Investigative authority. 

§789. Printing and binding. 

§790. Activity reports. 
 

Clause 2. 
 

§791. Committee rules. 

§792. Committee procedure generally. 

§793. Committee meetings. 

§794. Required records. 

§795. Public availability. 

§796. Committee files. 

§797. Ban on proxies. 

§798. Open meetings and hearings. 
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§350  House Rules 

§799. Requirement of quorum. 

§800. Reduced quorum. 

§800a. Postponing votes in committee. 

§801. Committees not to sit. 

§802. Witnesses. 

§803. Hearing procedure. 

§804. Separate views. 

§805. Power to sit and to issue subpoenas; oaths. 

§805a. Certain hearings required. 
 

Clause 3. 
 

§806. Ethics; additional duties. 

§806a. Ethics; committee rules. 
 

Clause 4. 
 

§807. Coverage of committee proceedings. 

§808. Media coverage. 

§809. When permitted. 

§810. Committee rules. 

§811. Press photographers. 

§812. Accreditation. 
 

Clause 5. 
 

§813. Fees of witnesses before the House or committees. 
 

Clause 6. 
 

§814. Resumption of business of a preceding session. 
 
 
 

[TOP] 

 

XII—RECEIPT AND REFERRAL OF MEASURES AND MATTERS 
 

Clause 1. 
 

§815. Entry of messages in the Journal and Record. 
 

Clause 2. 
 

§816. Referral procedures. 

§816a. Sequential referral procedures. 

§816b. Referral procedures to an ad hoc select committee. 

§816c. As to division of bills for reference. 

§817. Restriction on the reference of claims.  
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Clause 3. 
 

§818. Introduction and reference of petitions, memorials, 

and private bills. 

§819. Duties of Speaker and Members in presenting 

petitions. 

[§820. None.] 

[§821. None.] 
 

Clause 4. 
 

§822. Certain private bills prohibited. 
 

Clause 5. 
 

§823. Commemoratives prohibited. 
 

Clause 6. 
 

§824. Correction of errors in reference; and relation to 

jurisdiction. 
 

Clause 7. 
 

§825. Introduction, reference, and change of reference of 

public bills, memorials, and resolutions. 

§826. Introduction of bills, resolutions, or memorials by 

request. 

§826a. Constitutional authority statement upon 

introduction. 

§826b. United States Code citations. 
 

Clause 8. 
 

§827. Reception and reference of executive communications, 

including estimates. 
 
 
 

[TOP] 

 

XIII—CALENDARS AND COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

Clause 1. 
 

§828. Calendar for reports of committees. 

[§829. None.] 

§830. Motion to discharge.  
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§350  House Rules 

 

Clause 2. 
 

§831. Reports filed with the Clerk. 

§832. Adverse reports. 

§833. Requirement that reports of committees be in writing 

and be printed. 

§834. Chair’s duty. 

§835. Filing by majority of committee. 

§836. Filing with separate views. 
 

Clause 3. 
 

§837. Single volume. 

§838. Technical error. 

§839. Vote on reporting. 

§840. Content of reports. 

§840a. Duplication of Federal programs. 

§841. Estimate of cost. 

§842. Application of laws to legislative branch. 

§843. Unfunded mandates. 

§844. Former constitutional authority requirement and 

inflationary impact requirement. 

[§845. None.] 

§846. “Ramseyer” rule. 

§847. Content of reports on appropriation bills. 

§848. Comparative print of changes to standing rules. 

§849. Tax complexity analysis. 

§849a. Former macroeconomic impact analysis and dynamic 

estimate required. 
 

Clause 4. 
 

§850. Three-day layover. 

§851. One-day layover. 

§852. Former rule on printed hearings on appropriation 

bills. 
 

Clause 5. 
 

§853. Privileged reports. 

§854. Privileged reports defined. 

§855. The privilege of individual committees for reports. 

§856. Privileged motion for consideration of appropriation 

bills; formerly also revenue bills.  

https://rules.house.gov/HouseRulesManual115/rule13.xml#rule-XIII-2
https://rules.house.gov/HouseRulesManual115/rule13.xml#rule-XIII-2
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Clause 6. 
 

§857. Reports from Committee on Rules. 

§858. Dilatory motions not permitted. 

§859. Restrictions on authority of Committee on Rules. 

§860. Unfunded mandates; congressional earmarks. 

§861. Filing reports. 

§862. Privileged motion. 

§863. Specifying waivers. 
 

Clause 7. 
 

§864. Resolution of inquiry. 

§865. Forms of resolutions of inquiry and delivery thereof. 

§866. Privileged status of resolutions of inquiry. 

§867. Discharge of a committee from a resolution of inquiry. 

§868. Resolutions of inquiry as related to the Executive. 
 

Clause 8. 
 

§868a. Macroeconomic analysis. 
 
 
 

[TOP] 

 

XIV—ORDER AND PRIORITY OF BUSINESS 
 

Clause 1. 
 

§869. The rule for the order of business in the House. 

§870. Privileged interruptions of the order of business in 

the House. 

§871. The privileged matters that may interrupt the order 

of business. 

§872. The interruption of the order of business by the 

request for unanimous consent. 
 

Clause 2. 
 

§873. Disposal of business on the Speaker’s table. 

§874. Matters on Speaker’s table for action by the House or 

by the Speaker alone. 

§875. Reference of President’s messages from the Speaker’s 

table. 

§876. Unfinished business  

https://rules.house.gov/HouseRulesManual115/rule13.xml#rule-XIII-6
https://rules.house.gov/HouseRulesManual115/rule13.xml#rule-XIII-6
https://rules.house.gov/HouseRulesManual115/rule13.xml#rule-XIII-7
https://rules.house.gov/HouseRulesManual115/rule13.xml#rule-XIII-8
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§350  House Rules 

 

Clause 3. 
 

§877. Construction of rule as to unfinished business. 

§878. Effect of previous question. 

§879. Business unfinished in periods set apart for classes of 

business. 
 

Clause 4. 
 

§880. The morning hour for the call of committees. 

§881. Procedure in the morning hour. 
 

Clause 5. 
 

§882. Interruption of the call of committees by motion to go 

into Committee of the Whole House on the state of 

the Union. 

§883. Conditions of the motion to go into Committee of the 

Whole at the end of one hour. 
 

Clause 6. 
 

§884. Decision of questions as to priority of business 

without debate. 
 
 
 

[TOP] 

 

XV—BUSINESS IN ORDER ON SPECIAL DAYS 
 

Clause 1. 
 

§885. Motions to suspend the rules. 

§886. Nature of the motion to suspend the rules. 

§886a. Consideration of the motion to suspend the rules. 

§887. Precedence of the motion to suspend the rules. 

§888. Individual and committee motions to suspend the 

rules. 

§889. The second of the motion to suspend the rules. 

§890. Dilatory motions pending motions to suspend rules. 

§891. The 40 minutes of debate on motion to suspend the 

rules.  

https://rules.house.gov/HouseRulesManual115/rule14.xml#rule-XIV-3
https://rules.house.gov/HouseRulesManual115/rule14.xml#rule-XIV-3
https://rules.house.gov/HouseRulesManual115/rule14.xml#rule-XIV-4
https://rules.house.gov/HouseRulesManual115/rule14.xml#rule-XIV-5
https://rules.house.gov/HouseRulesManual115/rule14.xml#rule-XIV-5
https://rules.house.gov/HouseRulesManual115/rule14.xml#rule-XIV-6
https://rules.house.gov/HouseRulesManual115/rule15.xml
https://rules.house.gov/HouseRulesManual115/rule15.xml#rule-XV-1
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Clause 2. 
 

§892. Motion to discharge a committee. 
 

Clause 3. 
 

§893. Adverse report by Committee on Rules. 
 

Clause 4. 
 

§894. District of Columbia. 
 

Clause 5. 
 

§895. Interruption of the regular order on Tuesdays for 

consideration of the Private Calendar. 

§896. Tuesday as a day for private business. 

§897. Methods of considering omnibus bills. 

§898. Former Corrections Calendar. 

§899. Former Consent Calendar. 
 

Clause 6. 
 

§900. Calendar Wednesday business. 

§901. Decisions on Calendar Wednesday. 
 
 
 

[TOP] 

 

XVI—MOTIONS AND AMENDMENTS 
 

Clause 1. 
 

§902. Motions reduced to writing and entered on the 

Journal. 

§903. Dilatory motions. 
 

Clause 2. 
 

§904. Stating and withdrawing of motions. 

§905. Conditions of withdrawal of motions. 
 

Clause 3. 
 

§906. The question of consideration. 

§907. Raising the question of consideration. 

§908. Questions subject to the question of consideration. 

§909. Relation of question of consideration to points of 

order. 

§910. Unfunded mandates; congressional earmarks; paygo. 

https://rules.house.gov/HouseRulesManual115/rule15.xml#rule-XV-2
https://rules.house.gov/HouseRulesManual115/rule15.xml#rule-XV-3
https://rules.house.gov/HouseRulesManual115/rule15.xml#rule-XV-3
https://rules.house.gov/HouseRulesManual115/rule15.xml#rule-XV-4
https://rules.house.gov/HouseRulesManual115/rule15.xml#rule-XV-4
https://rules.house.gov/HouseRulesManual115/rule15.xml#rule-XV-5
https://rules.house.gov/HouseRulesManual115/rule15.xml#rule-XV-5
https://rules.house.gov/HouseRulesManual115/rule15.xml#rule-XV-6
https://rules.house.gov/HouseRulesManual115/rule15.xml#rule-XV-6
https://rules.house.gov/HouseRulesManual115/rule16.xml
https://rules.house.gov/HouseRulesManual115/rule16.xml#rule-XVI-1
https://rules.house.gov/HouseRulesManual115/rule16.xml#rule-XVI-1
https://rules.house.gov/HouseRulesManual115/rule16.xml#rule-XVI-2
https://rules.house.gov/HouseRulesManual115/rule16.xml#rule-XVI-2
https://rules.house.gov/HouseRulesManual115/rule16.xml#rule-XVI-3
https://rules.house.gov/HouseRulesManual115/rule16.xml#rule-XVI-3
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§350  House Rules 

 

Clause 4. 
 

§911. Precedence of privileged motions. 

§912. The motion to adjourn. 

§913. Motion to fix the day to which the House shall 

adjourn and motion to authorize the Speaker to 

declare a recess. 

§914. Motion to lay on the table. 

§914a. The motion for the previous question. 

§915. The motions to postpone. 

§916. The motions to refer. 

§917. Instructions with the motion to refer. 

§918. Repetition of motions. 
 

Clause 5. 
 

§919. Division of the question. 

§920. Motion to strike and insert not divisible. 

§921. Principles governing the division of the question. 
 

Clause 6. 

§922. Amendments to text and to title. 

§923. Conditions of the motion to amend. 

§924. Relation of point of order to motion to amend. 

§925. Withdrawal of the motion to amend. 

§926. Precedence of the motion to amend. 

§927. Relation of the motion to amend to other motions. 
 

Clause 7. 
 

§928. Germane amendments. 

§929. Proposition to which amendment must be germane. 

§930. Instructions to committees and amendments thereto. 

§931. Senate amendments and matter contained in 

conference reports. 

§932. Subject matter as test of germaneness. 

§933. Fundamental purpose as test of germaneness. 

§934. Committee jurisdiction as test of germaneness. 

§935. Various tests of germaneness are not exclusive. 

§936. One individual proposition not germane to another. 

§937. A general provision not germane to a specific subject. 

§938. Specific subjects germane to general propositions of 

the class. 

§939. Amendments to bills amending existing law. 

https://rules.house.gov/HouseRulesManual115/rule16.xml#rule-XVI-4
https://rules.house.gov/HouseRulesManual115/rule16.xml#rule-XVI-4
https://rules.house.gov/HouseRulesManual115/rule16.xml#rule-XVI-5
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§940. Amendments imposing conditions, qualifications, and 

limitations. 
 

Clause 8. 
 

§941. Reading, engrossment, and passage of bills. 

§942. First and second readings. 

§943. The third reading after engrossment. 

§944. Voting on bills. 
 
 
 

[TOP] 

 

XVII—DECORUM AND DEBATE 
 

Clause 1. 
 

§945. Obtaining the floor for debate; and relevancy and 

decorum therein. 

§946. Interruption of a Member in debate. 

§947. Speaker in debate. 

§948. Remarks must be confined to the subject. 
 

Clause 2. 
 

§949. Speaker’s power of recognition 

§950. One-minute and special-order speeches. 

§951. Morning-hour debate. 

§952. “Oxford-style” debates. 

§953. Speaker governed by usage in recognition. 

§954. Loss of right to recognition by Member in charge. 

§955. Prior right of Members to recognition for debate. 

§956. Exceptions to the usages constraining the Speaker as 

to recognition. 

§957. The hour rule in debate. 
 

Clause 3. 
 

§958. The opening and closing of general debate. 

§959. Member to speak but once to the same question; right 

to close controlled debate. 
 

Clause 4. 
 

§960. The call to order for words spoken in debate. 

§961. Words taken down and other calls to order for 

unparliamentary debate. 
 

https://rules.house.gov/HouseRulesManual115/rule16.xml#rule-XVI-8
https://rules.house.gov/HouseRulesManual115/rule16.xml#rule-XVI-8
https://rules.house.gov/HouseRulesManual115/rule17.xml
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§350  House Rules 

Clause 5. 
 

§962. Decorum of Members in the Hall. 
 

Clause 6. 

 

§963. Objections to use of exhibits. 

§964. History of former rule on reading of papers. 

§965. Earlier practice. 
 

Clause 7. 
 

§966. Gallery occupants not to be introduced. 
 

Clause 8. 
 

§967. Revisions of remarks in debate 

§968. Standard of conduct. 
 

Clause 9. 
 

§968a. Disruption of legislative proceedings. 
 

Clause 10. 
 

§969. Secret session of the House. 
 
 
 

[TOP] 

 

XVIII—THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE HOUSE ON THE STATE OF 

THE UNION 
 

Clause 1. 
 

§970. Selection of Chair of Committee of the Whole; and the 

power to preserve order. 

§971. Functions of the chair of the Committee of the Whole. 
 

Clause 2. 
 

§972. Speaker’s declaration into Committee of the Whole 

pursuant to special order.  

https://rules.house.gov/HouseRulesManual115/rule17.xml#rule-XVII-5
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Clause 3. 
 

§973. Subjects requiring consideration in Committee of the 

Whole. 

[§974. None.] 

[§975. None.] 

[§976. None.] 
 

Clause 4. 

§977. Order of business in Committee of the Whole. 
 

Clause 5. 
 

§978. General debate and amendment under the five-

minute rule in Committee of the Whole. 

§979. Motion to close general debate in Committee of the 

Whole. 

§980. Reading and amendment under the five-minute rule. 

§981. Pro forma amendments under the five-minute rule. 
 

Clause 6. 
 

§982. Failure of a quorum in Committee of the Whole. 

§983. Rising and reports of Committee of the Whole. 

§983a. Recorded votes in Committee of the Whole. 

§984. Reduced-time votes in Committee of the Whole. 

§985. Former provision for de novo vote where Delegates 

decisive. 
 

Clause 7. 
 

§986. Motion to dispense with reading. 
 

Clause 8. 
 

§987. Closing the five-minute debate in Committee of the 

Whole 
 

Clause 9. 
 

§988. The motion to strike the enacting words of a bill. 

§989. Practice as to use of the motion to strike the enacting 

clause. 
 

Clause 10. 
 

§990. Reading concurrent resolution on budget for 

amendment. 

https://rules.house.gov/HouseRulesManual115/rule18.xml#rule-XVIII-2
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§991. Former amendment to strike an unfunded mandate. 
 

Clause 11. 
 

§992. Application of Rules of House to the Committee of the 

Whole. 

[§993. None.] 

§993a. Material alteration of a special order. 

§993b. Minor deviation in a special order. 
 
 
 

[TOP] 

 

XIX—MOTIONS FOLLOWING THE AMENDMENT STAGE 
 

Clause 1. 
 

§994. The previous question. 

[§995. None.] 

§996. Application of the previous question. 

§997. The right to move the previous question. 

§998. Relation of the previous question to motions. 

§999. The 40 minutes of debate on undebated propositions. 

§1000. Questions of order pending the motion for the 

previous question. 

§1000a. Postponement 
 

Clause 2. 
 

§1001. Recommit. 

§1002. Application of motion. 

§1002a. Consideration of motion. 

§1002b. Instructions with motion. 

§1002c. Recognition to offer motion. 
 

Clause 3. 
 

§1003. The motion to reconsider. 

§1004. Maker of the motion to reconsider. 

§1005. Precedence of the motion to reconsider. 

§1006. Application of the motion to reconsider. 

§1007. Effect of the motion to reconsider. 

§1008. The vote on the motion to reconsider. 

§1009. Relation of the motion to reconsider to the motion to 

lay on the table. 

§1010. Debate on the motion to reconsider. 
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Clause 4. 
 

§1011. Application of motion to reconsider to bills in 

committees. 
 
 
 

[TOP] 

 

XX—VOTING AND QUORUM CALLS 
 

Clause 1. 
 

§1012. Voting viva voce, by division, by electronic device. 

§1013. Former ordering of tellers and taking of the vote. 
 

Clause 2. 
 

§1014. Use of electronic equipment in recording roll calls. 

§1014a. Procedure when electronic voting system 

inoperable. 
 

Clause 3. 
 

§1015. Call of the roll for the yea-and-nay vote. 

§1016. Bell system. 

§1017. Changes and corrections of votes. 

§1018. Interruptions of the roll call. 
 

Clause 4. 
 

§1019. Quorum call by clerks. 

§1020. Count of those not voting to make a quorum of 

record on a roll call. 
 

Clause 5. 
 

§1021. The call of the House. 

§1022. Ordering and conducting the call. 

§1023. Arrest of Members. 

§1024. Motions during a call. 

§1024a. “Provisional quorum.” 

§1024b. Accounting for vacancies. 
 

Clause 6. 
 

§1025. The call of the House in the new form. 

§1026. Conduct of the call in the new form.  
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Clause 7. 
 

§1027. Quorum; when not required. 

§1028. Speaker’s discretion to recognize for motion for call 

of House. 

§1029. Relation of previous question to failure of a quorum. 
 

Clause 8. 
 

§1030. Postponing record votes on passage. 

§1031. Former pairs. 
 

Clause 9. 
 

§1032. 5-minute voting. 
 

Clause 10. 
 

§1033. Yeas and nays ordered on certain questions. 
 

Clause 11. 
 

§1034. Elections by ballot. 
 
 
 

[TOP] 

 

RULE XXI—RESTRICTIONS ON CERTAIN BILLS 

 

Clause 1. 
 

§1035. Reservation of points of order. 
 

Clause 2. 
 

§1036. Unauthorized appropriations reported in general 

appropriation bills or amendments thereto. 

§1037. Reappropriations prohibited. 

§1038. Legislation in reported general appropriation bills; 

exceptions. 

§1039. Legislation or limitations in amendments to general 

appropriation bills. 

§1040. Motion to rise and report as preferential to 

amendments. 

§1041. Designated emergencies reported in appropriation 

bills. 

§1042. Offsetting amendments en bloc to appropriation 

bills. 
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§1042a. Amendments increasing budget authority 

prohibited. 

§1043. History of clause 2 of rule XXI. 

§1044. Points of order on general appropriation bills 

generally. 

§1044a. Points of order on general appropriation bills, 

deliberation of. 

§1044b. Motion to rise and report. 

§1045. Authorization of law for appropriations. 

§1046. Authorization for claims and salaries. 

§1047. Authorizations for public works. 

§1048. Continuation of a public work by appropriations. 

§1049. Examples illustrating the continuation of a public 

work. 

§1050. New buildings at existing institutions as in 

continuance of a public work. 

§1051. New vessel for naval and other services as in 

continuation of a public work. 

§1052. Legislation generally. 

§1053. Limitations on appropriations generally. 

§1054. New duties or determinations; executive discretion. 

§1055. Contingencies and congressional actions. 

§1056. Construing or amending existing law. 

§1057. Mandating expenditures. 

§1058. Waivers; amending legislation permitted to remain 

§1059. Senate amendments. 

[§1060. None.] 

[§1061. None.] 

§1062. Legislation reducing expenditures 

§1063. Reappropriations. 

§1063a. Offsetting en bloc amendments. 

§1063b. Spending reduction account 
 

Clause 3. 
 

§1064. Highway funding. 

§1064a. Funding for aviation programs. 
 

Clause 4. 
 

§1065. Restriction of power to report appropriations  

https://rules.house.gov/HouseRulesManual115/rule21.xml#rule-XXI-3
https://rules.house.gov/HouseRulesManual115/rule21.xml#rule-XXI-3
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Clause 5. 
 

§1066. Restriction on bills and amendments carrying taxes 

or tariffs. 

§1067. Three-fifths vote to increase income tax rates. 

§1068. Prohibition against retroactive income tax rate 

increase. 
 

Clause 6. 
 

§1068a. Restriction on designation of public works. 
 

Clause 7. 
 

§1068b. Restriction on reconciliation directives. 
 

Clause 8. 
 

§1068c. Budget Act points of order. 
 

Clause 9. 

§1068d. Congressional earmarks. 

§1068e. Publication of limited tariff benefits. 
 

Clause 10. 
 

§1068f. Cut-as-you-go point of order. 

[§1068g. None.] 

§1068h. Limitation on long-term spending. 

§1068i. Former pay-as-you-go point of order. 
 

Clause 11. 
 

§1068j. Availability of unreported measures. 
 

Clause 12. 
 

§1068k. Comparative prints. 
 
 
 

[TOP] 

 

XXII—HOUSE AND SENATE RELATIONS 
 

Clause 1. 
 

§1069. Motion for conference. 

§1070. Motion for conference.  

https://rules.house.gov/HouseRulesManual115/rule21.xml#rule-XXI-5
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Clause 2. 
 

§1071. Privilege of certain Senate amendments. 
 

Clause 3. 
 

§1072. Consideration of Senate amendments in Committee 

of the Whole. 

§1073. Consideration of Senate amendments in Committee 

of the Whole. 

§1074. Stage of disagreement between Houses. 
 

Clause 4. 
 

§1075. Privilege when stage of disagreement reached 
 

Clause 5. 
 

§1076. Conferees may not agree to certain Senate 

amendments. 
 

Clause 6. 
 

Clause 7. 
 

§1077. High privilege of conference reports; and form of 

accompanying statement. 

§1078. Time for debate on motions to instruct. 

§1079. Motions privileged after 45 calendar days and 25 

legislative days of conference. 

§1080. The statement accompanying a conference report. 

§1081. Unfunded mandates. 
 

Clause 8. 
 

§1082. Layover requirements. 

§1083. Consideration of amendments in disagreement. 

§1084. Certain motions to insist as preferential. 

§1085. Certain conference reports considered as read. 

§1086. Debate. 

§1087. Waiver. 
 

Clause 9. 
 

§1088. Conferees may report germane modification of 

amendment in nature of substitute within scope of 

differences.  

https://rules.house.gov/HouseRulesManual115/rule22.xml#rule-XXII-2
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Clause 10. 
 

§1089. Nongermane matter in conference agreements and 

amendments in disagreement. 

§1090. Nongermane matter in conference agreements. 

§1091. Nongermane matter in amendments in 

disagreement. 
 

Clause 11. 
 

§1092. Tax complexity analysis. 
 

Clause 12. 
 

§1093. Open conference meetings. 
 

Clause 13. 
 

§1094. Text of conference reports. 
 
 
 

[TOP] 

 

XXIII—CODE OF OFFICIAL CONDUCT 
 

Clause 1. 
 

§1095. Official conduct of Members, officers, or employees of 

the House. 
 

Clause 2. 
 

Clause 3. 
 

Clause 4. 
 

Clause 5. 
 

Clause 6. 
 

Clause 7. 
 

Clause 8. 
 

Clause 9. 
 

Clause 10. 
 

Clause 11. 
 

Clause 12. 
 

Clause 13. 
 

Clause 14. 
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Clause 15. 
 

Clause 16. 
 

Clause 17. 
 

Clause 18. 
 
 
 

[TOP] 

 

XXIV—LIMITATIONS ON USE OF OFFICIAL FUNDS 
 

Clause 1. 
 

§1096. Limitation on accounts. 
 

Clause 2. 
 

Clause 3. 
 

Clause 4. 
 

§1097. Limitations on use of frank. 
 

Clause 5. 
 

Clause 6. 
 

Clause 7. 
 

Clause 8. 
 

Clause 9. 
 

Clause 10. 
 

§1098. Travel by Members not reelected. 
 
 
 

[TOP] 

 

XXV—LIMITATIONS ON OUTSIDE EARNED INCOME AND 

ACCEPTANCE OF GIFTS 
 

Clause 1. 
 

§1099. Income limitations. 
 

Clause 2. 
 

Clause 3. 
 

Clause 4. 
 

Clause 5. 
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§1100. Gift rule. 

§1101. Former rules on employment practices and 

application of certain laws. 
 

Clause 6. 
 

§1102. Officers and employees not to be agents of claims. 
 

Clause 7. 
 

§1102a. Lobbying contact with spouse of Member. 
 

Clause 8. 
 

§1102b. Prohibition during political convention. 
 
 
 

[TOP] 

 

 

XXVI—FINANCIAL DISCLOSURE 

Clause 1. 

§1103. Financial report disclosing certain financial 

interests. 
 

Clause 2. 
 

Clause 3. 
 
 
 

[TOP] 

 

XXVII—DISCLOSURE BY MEMBERS AND STAFF OF EMPLOYMENT 

NEGOTIATIONS 
 

Clause 1. 
 

§1103a. Employment negotiation disclosure. 
 

Clause 2. 
 

Clause 3. 
 

Clause 4.  
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[TOP] 

 

XXVIII—[RESERVED] 
 

No Clauses 
 

§1104. Former rule on public debt limit. 
 
 
 

[TOP] 

 

RULE XXIX 
 

Clause 1. 
 

§1105. Relations of Jefferson’s Manual and provisions of 

law to the Rules of the House. 
 

Clause 2. 
 

Clause 3. 
 

§1105a. Layover satisfied by electronic availability. 
 

Clause 4. 
 

§1105b. Authoritative guidance of budgetary levels. 
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